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GIFTS, BEQUESTS TO LIBRARIES 


Policy Adopted by the Council of the American Library 
Association 


HE LIBRARY has long been favored by public- 

spirited citizens as a beneficiary of gifts because it 
is a democratic, educational institution carrying on from 
generation to generation a great, free, humanitarian 
service to young and old, sick and well, rich and poor 
of every race, creed, and station of life. Changing social 
and economic conditions have produced a need for new 
ideas, for testing methods, and for radical depar- 
ture from previous practices in this field of private 
beneficence. 


Although the American Library Association believes 
and declares that the community served is primarily 
responsible for the financial support of its public library, 
it further believes that private philanthropy and private 
initiative still have important roles to play in the build- 
ing of library resources in America, and in extending, 
enriching, and improving the service of the library. 


The Association, therefore, believing that gifts and 
bequests to libraries, both tax-supported and privately 
endowed, and to libraries of colleges, universities, and 
other institutions, should be encouraged, invites the 
attention of library trustees, lawyers, trust officers, and 
other friends of libraries to the following considerations: 


(Please turn to page 7) 
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EpWArRD J. HUGHES 
Secretary of State and State Librarian 


HELENE H. ROGERS 
Assistant State Librarian 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE DEPARTMENT HEADS 
Cart B. Ropen, Chairman Marcaret C. Norton 
District 2 (Chicago) Aschives 


ALICE WILLIAMS 
District 1 (Moline) CHARLOTTE RYAN 
Extension Service 
IpA FAYE WRIGHT 
District 2 (Evanston) Harriet M. SkocH 
P. L. WINDsoR General Library 
District 3 (Urbana) 
JESSIE JENKS 
EarkL BROWNING: Adult Education 
District 4 (Peoria) 
E. MARGARET PATTON Field widen Libraries 
District 5 (Highland) 7 - 


EFFIE LANSDEN BERNICE W. KARRAKER 
District 6 (Cairo) Field Visitor—Public Libraries 
Number of Books, magazines and newspapers........ 2.000. cece eee eee eee cee ees 192,484* 
ee Or I NN oe os ccc eeu an Skew Wee + eens ew eaedw een auiae 158,251 
( 6,446 vols. 
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(including subscriptions, donations, deposits—U. S.) 
*As of Oct. 1, 1940. 


Publications of the Illinois State Library include the BIENNIAL REPORT which is 
prepared for the General Assembly and which gives a summary account of the work of all 
departments (including the Archives, Extension Service and the General Library) and the 
use and growth of the library; ILLINOIS LIBRARIES, a monthly bulletin which serves 
as a news medium of the public libraries of the state, the MONTHLY LIST OF RECENT 
ADDITIONS to the book collection of the State Library; and, the LEAFLETS issued 
from time to time, explaining certain phases of service. Leaflets in print at the present 
time are: 


Picture Collection 
Free Books for Illinois Readers 


Leaflet No. 1 
Leaflet No. 2 
Leaflet No. 3 Librarian’s Professional Shelf 

Leaflet No. 4 Books for Reference Collection 

Leaflet No. 5 The Archives 

Leaflet No. 6 Adult Education, an opportunity for you. 


Entered as second-class matter April 22, 1919, at the postoftice at Springfield, Illinois. 


Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of 


October 3, 1917. 
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THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY AND BOOK SERVICE* 


By ELinor JOHNSON, Moline Public Library 


In presenting the topic of the national 
emergency and book service I shall attempt 
first, to point out those services which 
libraries can give to the military and indus- 
trial defenses; second, to report what libra- 
ries, associations of libraries and commit- 
tees have done and are doing to meet this 
emergency; and third, to examine the 
opportunities for helping to build moral and 
mental defenses, and for increasing our 
usefulness to those whom we do and do not 
serve. 


Booxs To CAMPS 


The library’s problem of book service in 
the national defense has been well outlined 
in two recent issues of the A. L. A. Bulletin. 
First mentioned is book service to military 
establishments in the Army and Navy, and 
in temporary training camps. The skeleton 
libraries in the Army and Navy are the re- 
mains of the five to ten million dollar serv- 
ice given by the A. L.A. in 1917-19. These 
now meager services are to be greatly ex- 
panded. In the Army, book service will be 
incorporated in the Morale Division. — The 
Navy’s present library organization will be 
increased as new units are added. The 
part libraries will take in these various set- 
ups has not yet been definitely determined, 
although the A. L.A. has suggested a plan. 

Temporary training camps for the na- 
tional guard and other units will no doubt 
be served by libraries situated nearby, since 
book service will not be given by the 
Morale Division to these camps. Perhaps 
all libraries in the vicinity of such camps 
can work out plans for cooperative book 
service. 


SERVICE TO INDUSTRIAL WORKERS 


A second emergency problem is service to 
technical men and industrial workers, who 
must adjust themselves to the manufacture 
of new products and must master new 
skills. This problem became acute this 
past summer and even previous to that 
when factories began to feel the accelera- 
tion of demands for new goods. Industries 
which will be called upon specifically for 
defense purposes are those which supply 
machine tools, chemicals, ammunition, sheet 
metal, woodworking, automotive engines, 
aircraft, foundry, forgings, telescope mounts, 
instruments of various kinds, wire and elec- 

*Condensation of a paper given before the 


Reference and Loan Section of the Illinois 
Library Association conference, Oct. 25. 
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tric appliances, boiler and heavy steel 
plate. According to Business Week for 
June 8, industries in Illinois which have 
received first government orders to prepare 
for further orders, are the Western Cart- 
ridge Co. of East Alton, the Tuthill Pump 
Co. of Chicago, the Elgin Watch Co., Elgin. 
Practically all types of industries are in- 
cluded, not only those that manufacture 
firearms and ammunition. 


Books For VocaTIONAL CLASSES 


A third problem is the national indus- 
trial training for defense, or the program 
for vocational education. A vigorous pro- 
gram to train men for skilled occupations 
was set up this summer by the National 
Defense Commission through the Office of 
Education. Classes were quickly organized 
through existing trade schools in city school 
systems. The program includes two types 
of students ranging in age from 18 to 65, 
some selected from public employment 
registers (both WPA and non-relief) who 
are enrolled in refresher courses. They 
need elementary practical material. To the 
other type of student belongs these men who 
are already employed. They enroll in sup- 
plementary courses to prepare for advanced 
or more specialized jobs. They need more 
advanced printed materials. It was esti- 
mated that by August 15 there were 92,471 
learners enrolled throughout the country 
with more classes being organized. (See 
following article.) 

The NYA work experience programs in 
Illinois at present are training about 14,000 
youths. This figure may rise to 20,000 be- 
fore long, as effort is made to train youth 
for employment in industries which are 
most likely to expland as a result of 
the national defense program. Therefore 
emphasis is placed on training along me- 
chanical lines—airplane mechanics, auto 
mechanics, woodworking, construction, pho- 
tography, map-making, drafting, cooking, 
hospital assistance and first aid, metal, 
radio, and electrical work. Fairly elemen- 
tary material is needed by these students 
also. 

Communities which have airport facili- 
ties have been enlisted in the new courses 
for air pilots, sponsored by the Civil 
Aeronautics Authority. These classes need 
information on flight instruction, especially 
elementary books on navigation and 
meteorology. 








What are libraries of the state doing to 
meet these demands? A brief questionnaire 
recently sent to about 16 libraries shows 
that the majority are actively concerned; 
all of them reported specific action. 


ADVERTISING DEFENSE SERVICES 


First, to advertise their books on indus- 
trial subjects, all of the libraries replying 
call attention to their books by displays on 
bulletin boards and by exhibits of the books 
themselves. One library gave the slogans 
which were used on recent posters: “Be- 
come a Craftsman,” “Win Your Wings.” 
Some librarians which do not have business 
or technical departments have placed their 
books on these subjects on prominently 
accessible shelves. Many reach outside the 
library by lists in newspapers. Two libra- 
ries have lists printed in local employees’ 
magazines. One library in Indiana prints 
technical book titles on the back of daily 
time cards in the shops. Another library 
invites the NYA groups into the library, 
shows them how to use its catalog, supplies 
them with books and pamphlets on voca- 
tions. A library just outside the state is 
mailing copies of the Mohrhardt list, “In- 
dustrial Training for National Defense,” to 
all members of national defense classes. 
Knoxville, Tenn., Public Library reports 
this interesting experience in the October 
A.L.A. Bulletin: “The defense classes 
composed of young and middle-aged unem- 
ployed men are running 24 hours a day in 
three shifts. Many of these people have 
never used the public library before. 
Through the cooperation of several inter- 
ested members of the faculty of the school 
they are being sent to us daily.” 


In Essex County, N. J., libraries are co- 
operating to bring service to federal ap- 
prenticeship classes. Committees for pub- 
licity, for contact with other agencies, and 
for book aid have been appointed. One 
librarian is liaison member with the indus- 
trial program. A second evaluates all new 
books and recommends the ones most useful 
to the other libraries in the group. Travel- 
ing exhibits of books are sent to factories 
with information about where the books 
may be bought or borrowed. 


SELECTING DEFENSE BooKs 


How are libraries adding to and enlarg- 
ing their collection of technical material? 
In choosing the books, many Illinois libra- 
ries rely upon individual requests, or 
recommendations from groups. One library 
bought books recommended by the instruc- 
tor in the local school of aeronautics. A 
few try to anticipate the demand by buy- 
ing everything for which they think there 
will be calls, or by consulting local heads of 
industry. 


The library which I represent began work 
along this course in June, 1939 as a part of 
a desire to reach more of our workers, both 
skilled and unskilled. Technical men from 
our local industries were invited to serve 
the library in an advisory capacity. About 
ten different industries responded. One of 
their number was made chairman. Each 
contributes from time to time a list of sug. 
gestions from which book and magazine 
purchases are made. These are ordered on 
trial and when received, are examined and 
recommended or rejected by a few selected 
members of the committee. As the books 
are added to the library, blue-printed 
notices of the titles are posted on shop bul- 
letin boards. Many foremen and superin- 
tendents are sending their men to the 
library for books on their trades. 

In Moline we have been told by a local 
engineer that his company could not do 
without the file of manufacturers’ catalogs. 
From recent experience we find that many 
requests for information from workers come 
from machine operators, assemblers of ma- 
chine tools, or repair men who want dia- 
grams and descriptions of certain makes of 
machines for which no books are published. 
Trade and manufacturers’ literature could 
answer those questions. 


Automobile manufacturers send manuals 
and repair instructions on request. These 
manuals are eagerly sought by men who do 
their own car repair work. In sending for 
manufacturers’ catalogs, the advice of in- 
dustrial men is needed. 


FINANCIAL AID 


The matter of getting enough books to 
meet the unusual demand placed on public 
libraries by the national defense program is 
quite a problem. One library was able to 
get additional funds from the city. But 
many cannot do so as they are already get- 
ting the maximum tax levy. 

The A.L.A. Committee on Federal Re- 
lations is still working on the problem of 
obtaining federal aid to libraries. There is 
a possibility that libraries will be remem- 
bered in the Randolph-Lee bills for adult 
civic education. If the [Illinois Library 
Association should ask for state-aid, every 
librarian and trustee in the state should 
actively support it. 

The Supplemental Appropriations bill, 
continuing the national defense apprentice- 
ship classes, which was passed by the 
House on Sept. 23, provides for “equip- 
ment.” A ruling issued by the U. S. Com- 
missioner of Education on Oct. 9 states: 
“Books or other instructional materia 
should not be purchased from Federal de- 
fense funds unless it can be shown that 
such material is necessary as a part of the 
instruction for a specific course. Howevet, 
purchase of all such items must be con- 
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tingent upon prior approval by the State 
Board for Vocational Education.” A.L.A. 
Headquarters interprets the above to mean 
that it allows vocational schools, under cer- 
tain conditions, to buy books with federal 
funds. : 

In the smaller communities apprentice- 
ship training classes draw from the sur- 
rounding territory which is more likely to 
be served by public libraries than by high 
school libraries. Hence public librarians 
need to be in close touch with the local in- 
dustrial defense committee to make known 
the need for additional books. 

In answer to the question, How do you 
encourage the reading of books on democ- 
racy? the replies to the questionnaire 
reported the use of posters, displays, 
mimeographed lists, newspaper publicity, 
tying up books with public forum meetings, 
making lists for study groups, and the like. 
One library distributed Miss Farquhar’s list 
on democracy at a mass meeting of men 
who were addressed by the principal of a 
local high school. Another library sub- 
scribes to the published reports of Town 
Meeting and Chicago University Round 
Table, and circulated them. 


Books ON DEMOCRACY 


In considering book service for national 
defense let us remember that it is an 
emergency. Behind it all we must stick to 
the same old “guns,” providing education 
for the democratic way of life; recreation 
for healthy and sane minds and bodies, and 
inspiration for world brotherhood. 


The story is told of the farmer who was 
accosted by a salesman of a book on scien- 
tific farming that would “double his crop 
production.” 


“Young man,” drawled the prospect 
warily, “I don’t want your book, I ain’t 
farming even now half as well as I know 
how.” 


Are we librarians doing “as well as we 
know how’—to maintain normal library 
services; to extend library privileges to 
those who do not have them; to preserve 
and foster the appreciation of world cul- 
tures, including Latin America; to help 
make democracy real to our own communi- 
ties; and finally, to help build inner re- 
serves so necessary to a “long, calm” view 
in perplexing times? 


(Please turn to page 13) 





LIBRARIES AND DEFENSE TRAINING 


The present National Defense Training 
Program, training over 10,000 men for 
“occupations essential to national defense” 
in 27 Illinois local programs alone, utilizes 
personnel and equipment organized through 
the Smith-Hughes program established in 
1917. It is largely restricted to trade and 
industrial education designed to meet needs 
of the defense industries. 

The Illinois program is conducted by the 
Illinois Board for Vocational Education 
with C. A. Bell as director. 

Topics of interest to these trainees in- 
clude topics listed in a recent report of J. 
W. Studebaker, U. S. Commissioner of 
Education, and supplementary topics pub- 
lished in The Booklist for August, 1940: 

Airplanes and airplane engine construc- 
tion and maintenance, automobile construc- 
tion and maintenance, blacksmithing and 
forging, blueprint reading, coremaking, die- 
casting, die design and die making, drilling, 
boring, and milling practice, electricity, 
engine design and construction, foundry 
work, gears and gear cutting, grinding and 
superfinishing, industrial hygiene and 
safety, jigs and fixtures, lathes, machine 
shop practice, mathematics, mechanical 
drawing, ordnance, pattern-making, radio, 
sandblasting, sheet metalwork, shipbuild- 
ing and naval architecture, tanks, toolmak- 
ing, welding, woodworking. 

Through the cooperation of the Illinois 
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State Library, a survey of existing reading 
material on defense subjects in Illinois 
libraries is being made to determine what 
and where further book purchases are 
needed. An effort will be made to expand 
these library facilities for Illinois training 
centers. 

Other branches of the federal-state pro- 
gram are soon to be asked to add their 
contributions toward training for the na- 
tional defense. Agricultural students will 
be trained further in farm management 
and crop production for foodstuffs; home 
economics students in adult and day school 
groups alike will study nutrition problems, 
culinary efficiency, and better homemak- 
ing; distributive workers will be trained 
in retail management and store service. 

Thére has been a patriotic and coopera- 
tive response to the National Defense 
Training Program from Illinois schools 
having training facilities. Illinois librari- 
ans have also contributed greatly to the 
program. If the success of democracy is 
dependent on an intelligent citizenry, 
trained to share the nation’s work, then 
this evidence of coordinated activity by 
our educational agencies proves that the 
United States can long remain a genuine 
democracy. 

—From a report by KENNETH LAWYER, 

Supervisor of Distributive Education, 

Illinois Board for Vocational Education. 














AROUND THE STATE 


What’s News in Illinois Library Service 





FORMER STATE LIBRARIAN DIES 


Mrs. Edith Carr, 86, one of the early 
librarians of the Illinois State Library and 
the oldest:member of the A.L.A., died at 
her home in Scranton, Pa., Dec. 9. 

Mrs. Carr, then Edith Wallbridge, was 
appointed assistant state librarian of the 
Illinois State Library in 1881 and remained 
until 1886 when she married Henry J. 
Carr. From 1890 until his death in 1929, 
Mr. Carr was librarian of the Scranton 
Public Library. 


Mrs. Carr joined the A. L. A. in 1882 and 
had attended 42 annual conferences. She 
was affectionately known as “the great 
grandmother of the A. L.A.” 





NAMED TO ADVISORY GROUP 


E. Margaret Patton, librarian of the 
Louis Latzer Public Library, Highland, has 
been named by Secretary of State Hughes 
to the State Library Advisory Committee. 
She is to represent district 5, the position 
left vacant by the resignation of Bella 
Steuernagel. 

Miss Steuernagel has been a member of 
the Committee since its organization in 
1935 to distribute the grant in aid to 
libraries. 





BOOKS FOR SHUT-INS 


The Girl Scouts of Wilmette have taken 
up a project to give free delivery service 
of public library books to shut-ins in the 
community. A telephone call to the public 
library will bring this service. 





ANOTHER FRIENDS ORGANIZATION 


The Brady branch of the Aurora Public 
Library now has a Friends of the Library 
Club, organized this fall with $1 per year 
dues—all the money to be devoted to buy- 
ing new books for the library. 





The November issue of the J/linois Edu- 
cational Press Bulletin, published by the 
office of the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, is devoted to Radio and the 
School. A copy may be secured by ad- 


dressing that department, Springfield. 
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PERSONAL NOTES 


ELIZABETH BALLARD, librarian of the 
Ida Public Library, Belvidere, for the past 
32 years, died November 7. She had been 
ill since May. 


RALPH ESTERQUEST, assistant in the order 
department of the University of [Illinois 
Library, has resigned to take a position in 
the library of the new Princeton institution, 
the Institute for Advanced Study. 


E.iza B. Foster, in charge of the art 
department of the State Library for a 
number of years, resigned recently. She is 
succeeded by ELOISE KISSINGER, a member 
of the reference staff. Miss Foster is to be 
married soon. 


ANDRE NIELSEN, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Library School, has 
been named extension librarian of the Lin- 
coln Library, Springfield. 


ELIZABETH J. ROPER, assistant in the 
Peoria Public Library, has resigned to be- 
come junior library assistant in the Library 
of the Department of Justice, Washington, 
D. C. Miss Roper is a graduate of the 
University of Illinois Library School. 


Mary VOCcELLE, former cataloger, Lewis 
Institute Library, Chicago, is the new 
librarian of the Great Lakes Naval Train- 
ing Station. 


KATHARINE WEAVER, for 12 years libra- 
rian at the Albion Public Library, resigned 
recently because of illness in her home. 
Mary H. Triccs, local woman, was ap- 
pointed to succeed her. 


MARTHA WILSON, librarian, Lincoln 
Library, Springfield, has been granted a 
year’s leave of absence by the library 
board. Miss Wilson has just completed 20 
years as librarian there. ELIzABETH CON- 
OVER, reference librarian, was named acting 
head. 





$37,000 FOR GOLCONDA LIBRARY 


Golconda Public Library is the recipient 
of $37,000 for a new library building by 
the will of the late Charles F. Rauchfuss, 
former resident, and vice-president of the 
Liquid Carbonic Company, Chicago. Three 
years ago alot for the building was secured. 
With the money left by Mr. Rauchfuss the 
building of a new library is assured. 
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—— RURAL EDUCATION REPORT LIBRARIANS DISCUSS LEGISLATION 
The first annual report on the activities A joint meeting of the I.L.A. executive 
of the Committee on Rural Education of board, the planning board, the legislative 
the American Country Life Association has committee, and the State Library Advisory 
been issued. The purpose of the Committee Committee was held in Springfield on 
of nine was to consider all possible ways December 10 to discuss library legislation 
— and means of improving country life with Secretary of State Edward J. Hughes. 
through strengthening the forces of rural 
education. A special study was made of 
Illinois facilities and a supervisory project 
>f the was established in McDonough County. MOLINE HAS READING MACHINE 
ry ae Librarians interested in a survey of the A micro-film reading machine for patrons 
work of this Committee should write for a has been purchased recently by the Moline 
copy of the report to the American Coun- Public Library, principally for the use with 
e order try Life Association, 600 South Michigan films of the local newspaper, the Moline 
Illinois Ave., Chicago. Dispatch. The newspaper supplies the films 
tion in for each month’s papers within about ten 
itution, days after the month has ended. In the 
past it was necessary for the library to wait 
A.L.A. MIDWINTER MEETING a month before bound copies were available. 
ss The A.L.A. midwinter meeting will be Pg me making a yrs of 
She | Meld December 27-50 at the Drake Hote, ‘he local paper available, to library patron 
Chicago. “ ‘ : 
nember ‘ : to the problem of space-finding. Films of 
Ss to be The 1941 conference will be held in newspaper pages are so compact that three 
Boston, June 19-25. General sessions will years of reels take up no more space than 
ne Uni- be held at Grant Hall in the Mechanics 20 months of bound volumes. 
al, fs Building and the exhibits and group meet- Duplicate negatives are kept in a fire- 
he Ein ings at the Hotel Statler. proof vault in Rochester, N. Y. 
in the 
Lites STATEMENT OF A.L.A. GIFT POLICY 
hington, (Continued from front cover) 
of the 
1. 1. The Association recommends that, in recognition of the economic situation, 
» Beate any program for gifts and bequests should be formulated carefully and with 
“a om long-term objectives which should be kept constantly in the public mind. 
| Teale 2. The Association believes that memorials in the form of funds for library pur- 
poses have a strong appeal to many people because they present the oppor- 
tunity to carry on the life interest of an individual or a group and can 
rs libra- continue a beneficent service through the years. It recommends, therefore, 
resigned the encouragement of such memorials. 
r home. 3. The Association believes that the development of trust funds presents a field 
was ap- for constructive work on the part of library boards and recommends to such 
boards, or to others responsible for the administration of libraries, that the 
possibilities and opportunities presented by such funds be called to the atten- | 
incoln tion of their constituencies. 
anted 4 4. The Association believes that one way to broaden the base of giving to 
library libraries is to interest a large number of people in writing bequests into their } 
leted 20 wills, and it recommends that libraries let it be known that a modest bequest 
‘H Con- may be made with just as much sincerity and dignity as a large one and that 
d acting it is just as acceptable to the library. 
5. The Association believes that insurance policies, including annuities, offer a 
form of gifts to libraries, the possibilities of which have as yet not been fully 
RARY explored, and it recommends that libraries be suggested as the beneficiaries 
) of such policies. 
recipient 6. The Association strongly urges that in considering any gift or bequest, the 
Iding by donor be asked to consult the library administration in order to make the 
auchfuss, benefaction of the greatest possible use both for the present and for the 
t ‘of the future and that he be asked to protect his gift legally in such a way that 
o. Three changed conditions in future years may be met without impairing the useful- 
- secured. ness and general purpose of his gift. 
hfuss the 
2d. — 
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AN AUDIO-VISUAL LIBRARY PLAN 


At a dinner meeting held on November 
12 in Wheaton, 34 teachers and librarians 
from the rural, elementary, junior and 
senior high schools and public libraries of 
DuPage County, L. V. Morgan, County 
Superintendent of Schools, Agnes Long, 
Field Visitor of the Illinois State Library, 
and Mrs. P. G. Burt, library trustee, met 
to discuss plans for coordinating audio- 
visual and library services of the county. 

The discussion centered around the audio- 
visual plan already in effect in Cook 
County, since several schools already sub- 
scribe to this service, other sources of 
visual materials such as is available from 
the University of Illinois and the Illinois 
State Library, commercial films, and locally 
owned equipment, slides, and professional 
library materials. 

A practical result of the meeting was a 
suggestion to mimeograph and send to all 
schools in the county a cooperative news 
sheet appraising and evaluating free com- 
mercial films that were shown in any of 
the schools of the county. The note 
about the films was to be short, critical, 
evaluating, and graded for use in elemen- 
tary, junior or senior high schools. Such 
information would prove very helpful to all 
schools in the area and save time and effort 
in securing worthwhile films. 


It was also decided that each school 
represented at the meeting would compile 
a list of all slides, films, strip-films, pro- 
jectors, screens; visual materials such as 
charts, posters, or maps (not wall maps); 
all sources for securing films and slides: 
and professional library materials such as 
A.L.A. Booklist, Standard Catalog for 
High School Libraries, Children’s Catalog, 
Vertical File Service, Educational Film 
Catalog, etc., that were owned by each 
school and send such lists to the chairman 
of the group. All other schools not repre- 
sented at the meeting were to be informed 
of the results of the meeting and requested 
to send the same information. 

A committee of five members represent- 
ing the various types of schools was 
appointed to continue this movement of 
coordination. A dinner meeting is planned 
for the first week in February. It is felt 
that the library is the logical center for 
such service as it is already equipped to 
order, house, catalog, and lend this material 
as well as books, pamphlets, magazines, 
etc., which have been traditionally housed 
in the library. 


—ALICE LOHRER, Chairman, 
Hinsdale Township High School. 





VICTORY OUT OF DEFEAT 


A fire September 25 which destroyed the 
Sandwich Public library building and most 
of the equipment has brought to a head a 
long proposed plan to erect a new building. 
In the meantime temporary quarters have 
been set up in a donated second floor of 
an office building. 

The fire broke out during the supper 
hour while the library was closed. Through 
the ingenious efforts of the librarian, Pauline 
Newton, rescue workers salvaged the ency- 
clopedias, most of the reference works, 
some of the fine art books and the shelf 
list. The rest of the books and equipment 
was covered by insurance. 

It is a compliment to library service at 
Sandwich that at the time of the fire there 
were more books in the homes of borrowers 
than on the library shelves. Most of the 
current books, books on popular subjects, 
and rental books were in circulation. 

When the consultant from the State 
Library arrived in Sandwich, having been 
sent for by the board, she found Miss 
Newton dressed in a smock and standing 
amidst scrub buckets, cans of shellac, and a 
lot of damaged books and furniture, trying 
to restore what she could. “A heaven-sent 


blessing,” joked Miss Newton, “all this free 
publicity for the library.” 


About $10,000 is now available in the 
library building fund. There is in addition 
a bequest of the late Jennie Patten, which 
will be available soon. The library board 
is now working on plans for a new building. 


The Rev: Howard Congden spoke the 
thought of many Sandwich citizens when he 
said, “We who value the intellectual and 
cultural development must not let a heap 
of smouldering ashes spell defeat. Out of 
last week’s tragic fire must come a glowing 
victory.” 





The publication of the Proceedings 
of the Illinois Library Association 
conference awaits the action of the 
I.L.A. Executive Board on the pro- 
posal that the Association share the 
expense of this annual publication 
with the Illinois State Library. The 
January issue will contain the Papers 
and Proceedings in full or in con- 
densed form, depending on the action 
of the Committee which meets this 
month. 
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BOOK WEEK ECHOES 


“A Model Library for a Model Home” 
was the feature of the Book Week celebra- 
tion at Oak Park Public Library. The dis- 
play emphasized the value to children as 
well as to adults of having books of their 
own, their favorite books which bear read- 
ing again. and again. A list of books 
suggested for starting a home library with 
information as to age interests and prices 
was issued at the library. Suggestions were 
made for books as Christmas gifts. 


A Book Week poster contest was the 
feature of the observance in Kewanee. 
Posters were submitted by high school 
students. 

Evanston Public Library sponsored a 
Book-A-Quiz program for Book Week this 
year, taking advantage of the popularity of 
such programs. Questions for the program 
were submitted by Evanston persons and 
were based on books found in the children’s 
department at the library. The following 
are examples of the type: What did the 
King of France and Jack and Jill have in 
common? What three books tell of ship- 
wrecks, one of a family, one of a family of 
dolls, and one of a lone man? 


The list of questions and the names of 
persons submitting them (children or 
adults) were published in the Evanston 
paper during Book Week. 

The Cairo Public Library sponsored a 
school playlet entitled, “Joining the 
Library,” which gave information on how 
to obtain a library card and how to use the 
catalog. At the close of the program the 
children were taken on a tour of the library. 





Helene H. Rogers, assistant state libra- 
tian, was guest speaker at the Friends of 
the Library dinner held at the Henry C. 
Adams Memorial Library, Prophetstown, 
November 18. Miss Rogers outlined the 
regional library plan and the progress in 
that direction that has already been made. 





The Manhattan Township Library is now 
housed in its own building, the board hav- 
ing purchased a two-story brick building on 
the main street. The patronage of the 
library has already greatly increased be- 
cause of the more desirable location, ac- 
cording to word received from Mrs. 
Florence Lynk, member of the board. 





The announcement has been made that 
a librarian is to be provided this spring 
at the army Camp Grant at Rockford. 
Rockford women will be given preference, 


according to Brig.-Gen. Charles H. Bone- 
steel. 
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LIBRARY RECEIVES $1,000 


A check from an unknown donor for 
$1,000 for the Hillsboro Carnegie Public 
Library was received recently by the library 
board. The gift was made through the 
cooperation of the local bank, with instruc- 
tions that it be a memorial gift to the 
library, but that the name of the giver be 
kept a secret. 


The money may be kept as a permanent 
fund, the interest of which will be used 
to increase the children’s book collection. 





LIBRARY-SPONSORED FORUMS 


The third series of public forums spon- 
sored by the Hinsdale Friends of the 
Library organization was opened in Novem- 
ber with the question, “Is This Our War?” 
The forum is in connection with America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air radio broadcast. 
At the close of the national program, the 
Hinsdale group continues the discussicen, 
with representative citizens taking part. 

“Fifth Column Activities” was the topic 
for discussion at a recent meeting of the 
public forum sponsored by the Toman 
Branch of the Chicago Public Library. Dr. 
Nicholas Doman, Hungarian scholar and 
lecturer in political science, was the guest 
speaker. Following the lecture questions 
were answered by the speaker. 





HIGH SCHOOL APPOINTMENTS 


The following school librarians have been 
appointed recently: 

Florence Holmes (Peabody College), 
Benton High School; Aline Tigar (Pea- 
body College), Carbondale High School; 
Doris Wiley (Peabody College), Murphys- 
boro High School; Margaret Yager (Pea- 
body College), Eldorado High School; 
Rose Albano (Rosary College), Austin High 
School, Chicago; Annabel McKinney (West- 
ern Reserve), Ottawa High School; Joan 
Jarrett (William and Mary), Bloomington 
grade schools; Alice Fields, Lake Forest 
High School. 





Long winter evenings are coming when 
members of most every family will be 
competing for the most comfortable chair 
in the living room. What to do with the 
time! Why not suggest to your patrons 
that they read with a purpose? If you do 
not have the time to prepare reading 
courses or do not have the necessary books 
to furnish to your patrons for these courses, 
write to the State Library, Springfield. 














THE ARCHIVES OF ILLINOIS 


Collected by Margaret C. Norton 








THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES: GUIDE 


Guide to the material in the National Archives. 
ernment Printing Office, 1940. XVIII, 303 p. 
For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, 


Publication no. 14). 
Washington, D. C. 


Some one has described the process of 
preparing archives for public use as an 
ascending spiral. On the lowest round 
there is only the roughest sort of an inven- 
tory of the contents of a collection. On the 
next round upward the archivist sorts out 
the series, later fitting the inventory items 
into the framework of a _ classification 
scheme which relates the various series to 
their departmental and functional back- 
grounds. Still later he prepares a catalog 
describing the contents of each series. 
Towards the top of the spiral he is able to 
prepare indexes and catalog descriptions of 
individual documents. 

All this, however, takes time, and the 
governmental officials and the private re- 
search workers cannot wait for the archivist 
to go through all these processes. They 
want to know what the collection contains 
of interest to them, the dates covered and 
the approximate quantity of material. As 
soon as the archivist has become suffi- 
ciently familiar with the records in his 
custody to do so, he should prepare a de- 
scriptive account of what is available. Be- 
cause these guides are descriptive of general 
types of records rather than detailed catalog 
or inventory lists, they are particularly use- 
ful to the scholar who wishes to know 
whether it will pay him to visit the 
archives. Detailed inventory lists are 
generally not so helpful to him until he 
arrives for his search work. 

Such a guide, in very tentative form, 
was published in 1938 as an appendix to 
the Third Report of the Archivist of the 
United States, listing records received 
through June 30, 1937. The present com- 
pilation, a complete rewriting, lists records 
received through Dec. 31, 1939, amounting 
to about 320,000 linear feet of records. 
Quarterly supplements are being issued 
which describe new accessions. 

Described or listed in the guide are 
records of the United States Senate, all ten 
executive departments, forty-five independ- 
ent agencies and four Federal Courts. For 
each agency of the government there is a 
brief introductory statement, which deals 
principally with the history and functions 


Washington, Gov- 
(The National Archives, 


of the agency. Following the introductory 
statement are descriptions of record groups, 
which provide information on such points 
as the type, subject matter, chronological 
coverage, quantity, completeness and 
arrangement of the records. Data on the 
history of the records and the finding 
mediums that afford access to them, in- 
cluding bibliographies of printed descrip- 
tions are given. Any special restrictions on 
their use are also included. 

The introduction points out the chief 
limitations of the volume: “By no means, 
however, should the present volume be con- 
sidered as definitive. Enough still remains 
to be learned about most of the records 
thus far received to make it probable that 
much in this edition of the guide will in its 
turn need to be rewritten for a succeeding 
work. And if the present knowledge of the 
records is not complete, neither is it uni- 
form for all groups of records described. In 
some instances time and physical facilities 
have been such as to permit a relatively 
full description of certain record groups; in 
others, lack of knowledge has restricted the 
descriptions to general terms, which are 
sometimes vague and can only hint of the 
nature of the material in question. More- 
over, the publication of the guide at this 
time is possible only because it is the 
cooperative work of many members of the 
staff of the National Archives, and as a 
consequence uniformity in the treatment 
and scope of the different sections could 
have been only at the cost of great delay 
in publication. Yet, with all its faults, this 
guide does provide not only a useful con- 
spectus of a large part of the records of 
the Federal Government but also reason- 
ably adequate descriptions of many of the 
more important groups of those records.” 

Aside from its use as a guide to material 
in the National Archives, the reference 
librarian will find this volume a_ useful 
compendium of information on the organi- 
zation of the United States Government 
Questions such as, “When was the Depart 
ment of the Interior established?” or “To 
what department shall I write to find it 
formation on the Petroleum Industry?” art 
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quickly answered from these pages. A full 
index adds greatly to its value for this 
type of consultation. Even the smallest 


libraries will find the guide worth its small 
purchase price. 
—M. C. N. 





ALABAMA HISTORY AND ARCHIVES BUILDING 


Other states are following the example of 
Maryland and Illinois by erecting new 
buildings for the housing of their archives. 
The latest of these buildings, the Alabama 
World War Memorial Building, has just 
been completed. The Archives Section was 
dedicated on Armistice Day, 1940. Partici- 
pating in the program was the Society of 
American Archivists, holding its fourth an- 
nual meeting at Montgomery in honor of 
the occasion. Dr. Robert D. W. Connor, 
Archivist of the United States, gave the 
dedicatory address. 

The Alabama Department of Archives 
and History was created in 1902 by the 
late Thomas M. Owen, Sr. This was the 
first of the modern archives departments in 
this country. Since Doctor Owen’s death 
in 1921 the department has been ably 
directed by his widow, Mrs. Marie Bank- 
head Owen. As in many states, the Ala- 
bama state archives and historical depart- 
ments have been combined into one 
institution. Library extension work is also 
a function of this department. The neces- 
sity for a large amount of historical museum 
space resulted in a building very unlike 
the Illinois State Archives Building, though 
both cover about the same amount of 
ground. 

The Alabama World War Memorial 
Building faces the old historical Capitol, 
which was also the first Capitol of the 
Confederate States of America. Since 1928 
the state has been buying land surrounding 
the old square and a long time program of 
improvement and beautification has been 
undertaken. New state buildings to be 
erected on this site will conform to the 
Greek revival architecture of the Capitol. 
The first of these was the State Highway 
Building, erected in 1937, and the second 
this building for the State Department of 
Archives and History. 

The Memorial Building is centered on 
a square city block. It is three stories high, 
175 by 74 ft. in size. A 61 x 174 ft. ter- 
race on the capitol side adds to the appar- 
ent size of the building and provides space 
for the principal archives vaults under- 
ground below. Impressive entrances are 
worked with six Greek Ionic columns on 
each of the two principal facades. The 
building is of architectural concrete of the 
latest type of fireproof construction. Beau- 
tiful automatic bronze doors of the type 
used at the National Archives symbolize 
protection and security. Alabama marbles 
of rare beauty have been used as appro- 
priate decoration in the stately columned 


halls of the first and second floors. Warren, 
Knight and Davis of Birmingham were the 
architects. Erected as a WPA project, the 
cost of the present building was $500,000. 
The library and archives wings planned for 
are expected to cost another $300,000. 


To the right of the capitol side of first 
floor is a suite of rooms for the director. 
To the left is the historical library, with 
entrance to an as yet unequipped six story 
book stack. The military archives occupy 
about one-fourth of the second floor. The 
other archives, because of their weight, are 
housed in the ground floor, where the work- 
room and reference room for this depart- 
ment is also located. Here again the pur- 
chase of new and modern filing equipment 
must await future, and it is to be hoped, 
adequate appropriations. 


Most of the remainder of the present 
main building is given over to historical 
museum purposes. Equipment here is of 
the latest type similar to that in the Illinois 
building. Recessed light gives adequate 
illumination without resort to individual 
cabinet lights. A number of rooms are de- 
voted to Indian, Military, Alabama-French 
and fine arts collections. One room is a 
memorial to William Rufus King, great 
Alabama diplomat. 

—M. C. N. 





NEGRO HISTORY WEEK 


Negro History Week is to be celebrated 
from February 9 to 16. The purpose, as 
stated by Carter G. Woodson, editor of the 
Journal of Negro History, is to “invite 
attention to the record of the Negro, the 
forgotten man of modern times. The public 
can never be fully informed as to the past 
or present without acquiring some knowl- 
edge of what the Negro has thought and 
felt and attempted and accomplished.” 

Posters and circulars for the observance 
may be secured from the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History, 1538 
Ninth St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 





Among the recent contributions made to 
Shurtleff College Library is a facsimile of 
the First Folio edition of Shakespeare’s 


works. It is the gift of J. Christian Bay, 
librarian of the John Crerar Library, 
Chicago. 
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ILLINOIS STATE DOCUMENTS 


Received by the State Library in Sept.--Oct. 1940 
Compiled by Dorothy G. Bailey 








Adjutant general 
Adm. order: no. 2, Aug. 9; Circ.: no. 21, 
Aug. 19; gen’l. order: nos. 6 & 29, 
Sept. 3 & 11; Tr. memo.: nos..7 & 8, 
July 15 & Sept. 9, 1940. 


Agricultural experiment station 
Bul.: no. 467, 25 years of Ill. crop costs, 
1913-1937, by R. H. Wilcox & H. C. 
Case; no. 468 Factors affecting success 
of farm loans, by J. Ackerman & J. L. 
Norton; Circ.: no. 508 Bramble fruits, 
by A. S. Colby & others; no, 509 Pro- 
tecting shade trees from insect dame, 
by W. P. Flint & M. D. Farrar; no. 
510 How to prepare fruits & vegetables 
for freezer storage, by H. Klaas & S. 
Woodruff; Soil rept: no. 67 DeWitt co. 
soils, by C. D. Smith; no. 68 Jasper 
co. soils, by R. S. Smith; no. 69 Cum- 
berland co. soils, by R. S. Smith. 1940. 


Auditor of public accounts 


Mo. bul.: v. 18, no. 6, Sept. 1940; State- 
ment of expenses Ist spec. sess., Apr. 
1940; Your bank, n. d.; Rept. mutual 
building, loan & homestead assoc., 48th, 
1939. 


Citizenship & naturalization, Committee on 
Lessons in citizenship for naturalization. 
13th ed., 1940. 


Commerce commission—Rates & research 
section 
Mo. summary of electric sales in IIL, 
July & Aug.; Mo. summary of gas 
sales in IIll., July & Aug.; Prel. rept. of 
electric sales to ultimate consumers, 
Aug. & Sept. Summary of estimates 
. . Aug. & Sept. 1940. 


Conservation, Dept. of 
Forest trees of Illinois; how to know 
them. 1940. 


Criminal identification & investigation, 
Div. of 


Survey of personnel & Equipment of the 
Sheriff’s offices in Illinois. 1940. 


Emergency relief commission 
Mo. bul.: v. 7, nos. 8 & 9, Aug. & Sept. 
1940. 
Finance, Dept. of 


A-B-C of Ill. state finance, 2d ed. rev., 
1940; Instructions for prep. of budget 


estimates, July 1, 1941; Rules & reg. 
pertaining to Ill. motor fuel tax law, 
rev. July 1, 1940; Where the 1940 state 
dollar came from... 


Geological survey 


Oil & gas drilling rept.: no. 47, Sept. 
1940. 


Handicapped children, Div. of 
If your child is born deformed; Ortho- 
paedic & plastic surgical care for the 
handicapped child; Prevention of 
crippling from poliomyelitis; Treatment 
of paralysis resulting from poliomyeli- 
tis. n. d. 


Highways, Div. of 
Safety bul.: vol. 6, no. 10, Oct. 1940. 


Insurance, Dept. of 


Rept.: 72d, Dec. 31, 1939, parts 1-4, 
1940. 


Labor, Dept. of 
Ill. labor bul.: v. 1, no. 3, Sept. 1940; 


Industrial accidents in Ill. for the year 
1939. 


Laws, statutes, etc. 


Ill. beauty culture act (as amended). 
Dept. of reg. & ed.; Bovine tubercu- 
losis—eradication, as amended 1940; 
Ill. optometry act. Dept. of reg. & ed.; 
Unemployment compensation act (as 
amended & in force July 1, 1940); 
U. S. public health service milk ordi- 
nance, 1940. 


Legislative council—Research dept. 

Research repts.: no. 25 Direct primary 
ballot; no. 26 Licensing funeral direc- 
tors & embalmers; no. 27 Taxation of 
pari-mutuel wagering at horse races; 
no. 28 State cigarette & chain store 
taxes; no. 29 Problem of local fiscal 
control; no. 30 Use of tetra-ethyl lead 
in gasoline; no. 31 Reg. of campaign 
expenditures; no. 32 Taxation of real 
estate in proportion to mortgage & 
other industries; no. 33 Restriction 
upon extension of credit to retailers of 
alcoholic beverages. 1940. 


Natural history survey 


Biological notes: no. 14 Lake management 
rept. 4. A second year of fisheries in- 
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vestigations at Fork Lake, 1939; Bul.: 
v. 21, Art. 5 Prel. studies on parasites 
of upland game birds & fur-bearing 
mammals in Ill. 1940. 


Public health, Dept. of 


Ed. health circ.: no. 1 Helpful hints 
about pub. health; no. 14 Wells; no. 39 
A message to parents; no. 65 Tubercu- 
losis; no. 92 Suggested guide for sani- 
tary control of eating establishments; 
no. 101 High schools & sex ed.; no. 102 
We grow up; no. 103 Syphilis in mother 
& child; no. 106 Truth about syphilis; 
no. 108 Major aspects of social hygiene 
in Ill; Ill. health messenger: v. 12, nos. 
18 & 19, Sept. 15 & Oct. 1; Infantile 
paralysis, physician’s manual. 1940. 


Public instruction, Supt. of 


Circ.: no. 318 Physical education, course 
of study for the elementary schools; 
Ed. pr. bul.: no. 352, Oct. 1940; Recog- 
nition & accrediting of Ill. secondary 
schools, 1940. 


Public welfare, Dept. of 


Illinois state penal system, 1939; Welfare 
bul.: v. 31, no. 9, Sept. 1940. 


Secretary of state 


Illustrations & law applicable to counting 


votes cast at the genl. election for can- 
didates for representatives in General 
Assembly, 1940; List of candidates for 
genl. election, Nov. 5, 1940; Statement 
of & concerning certain act of 61st 
General Assembly to be submitted to 
the people to be voted upon at genl. 
election, November, 1940. 


State museum 


Living museum: v. 2, no. 4, Oct. 1940. 


Treasurer 


Mo. rept.: Sept. & Oct. 1940. 


University 


Suggested procedure for preparation of 
milk samples for practice judging; IIli- 
nois farm economics: No. 64, Sept. 
1940; Rept. of committee on admis- 
sions from secondary schools, 1939- 
1940; Rept. of comptroller, June 30, 
1940; University high school ser.: no. 1 
Teaching music appreciation, by V. L. 
Kitchell. 


Vital statistics, Div. of 
Information & instruction relative to 
birth registration in Ill., Dec. 1, 1939. 
Waterways, Div. of 
Rept.: 22d, July 1, 1938 to Dec. 30, 1939. 





THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY AND BOOK SERVICE 
(Continued from page 5) 


A recent editorial in the Saturday Review 
of Literature, “Books Are Not Enough,” 
showed that not more than one in five 
reads one or two books a year; and not 
more than one person in one hundred is an 
habitual reader; that four-fifths of our 
population is never directly influenced by 
books in book form. 


CREATIVE LIBRARIANSHIP 


How shall we reach those people whom 
we are not serving: Have we used all the 
advertising mediums we know about? Are 
we always ready and do we seek opportuni- 
ties to give book talks in our communities? 
Do we initiate discussion groups? Are we 
working with local organizations of profes- 
sions and workers? There is room for 
more creative librarianship. 

One Illinois librarian writes: “I believe 
the most important function of libraries in 
the National Program is the maintaining of 
normal library services with special empha- 
sis on keeping open all avenues of intel- 
lectual inquiry. Libraries should serve as 
a balance wheel against the all too prevail- 


ing tendency towards war hysteria.” The 
other librarian says: “People everywhere 
are obsessed with the terror in the world 
and libraries are the custodians of ma- 
terials to promote those inner reserves 
which are an indispensable line of national 
defense. I understand that during the 
earlier months of black-outs in England the 
people could not go out onto the streets and 
they did much reading at home. I wonder 
if that has not been a contributory factor 
in the present morale of her people.” 
From an editorial in the London Times 
Literary Supplement comes a4 comment on 
the usefulness of libraries and their serv- 
ices in England at present. “The gravity 
of war has brought home to this land dur- 
ing the past weeks with a force that has 
not been felt for generations, perhaps never 
before in our history. Such days enforce a 
serious habit of mind, and millions may be 
ready to study questions that they had be- 
fore ignored or only superficially con- 
sidered. For them the provision of books 
on such topics as politics, sociology, phil- 
osophy, and religion which the public libra- 
ries are able to make available is an 
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invaluable boon. Everything should be 
done to widen, and not to restrict this 
service. The librarian should be regarded 
as a public servant of high importance, not 
as a mere minister of amenities that can be 
dispensed with in the more momentous 
hours of the people’s destiny, and all pos- 
sible private and public support should be 
given to enable this vital national service 
to be maintained.” 

The job for libraries, as John Chancellor 
of the Adult Education Board sees it, is 
more than a program of education for 
democracy; it is rather education in the 
ways of living successfully and peacefully 
together. Our first duty, he intimates, is 
to our own communities, to sponsor a study 
of local problems, be they questions of un- 
empioyment, of the many-sided labor prob- 
lems, the dissolving family, consumer 
exploitation, propaganda agencies, or the 
needs of young people. 

What are we doing for the youth in our 
communities? One Illinois librarian states 
that “these times are a challenge to libra- 
ries to strengthen not only their work with 
young people but to build strong founda- 
tions under our work for the little chil- 


dren. Upon them is going to fall the long 
period of after war tragedy, and they need 
to have within themselves such standards of 
character and such ideals that they may 
reconstruct out of this chaos a_ world 
wherein truly human values predominate.” 


EXTENSION OF SERVICES 


Are we doing “as well as we know how” 
in the extension of library services to 
regions without free access to books? The 
Executive Board of A.L.A. recently de- 
clared “at this time of national emergency 

. . to leave forty-seven million in- 
dividuals in the United States and Canada 
without library service is to weaken our 
national armor.” Are we librarians in IIli- 
nois cooperating in the promotion of 
regional library service. 

“Deeds, not words” is the battle cry of 
our national library organization this year. 
Let us remember with Archibald Mac- 
Leish that “time is running out not like 
the sand in a glass but like the blood in 
an open artery.” And let us realize with 
Max Lerner, that “It Is Later Than You 
Think”—and above all, that “Ideas Are 
Weapons!” 
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